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Course Description

This course is designed for Program for Intensive English students who want to improve their writing skills for everyday life, the workplace and college courses.  Students work individually with instructor guidance.  

Course Objectives

This class will:

· present sentence patterns;

· present grammatical structures for writing;

· present capitalization and punctuation patterns;

· present spelling rules;

· introduce commonly used connecting words;

· teach students to write topic, supporting, and concluding sentences;

· introduce paragraph structure and revision.

Student Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, the students will have improved their writing in one or more of the following areas:

· organization;

· content;

· word choice

· grammar and sentence structure;

· spelling;

· punctuation;

· capitalization.

Lifelong Learning Skills

· identify strengths and weaknesses in writing through personal evaluation, and instructor feedback;

· monitor own progress in writing.

Length of Course:

33 hours/term

Grading Criteria

Pass/No pass

Completion 

Assessment:


Students will pass the class if their writing improves one point in content, organization, word choice, grammar and sentence structure, and spelling/capitalization/punctuation as assessed with the CASAS Functional Writing Assessment (FWA).

Prerequisites:

none

Required Texts:

none

Optional Texts:

Ready to Write, by Blanchard 

Materials Used:

Overhead projector, dictionary, blackboard, teacher-made handouts, student-generated materials

Methods Used:

Pair work, group work, cooperative learning, problem solving, process writing

Major Topic Outline

· organization

· content

· word choice

· grammar and sentence structure

· spelling

· punctuation

· capitalization

